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Individual Number System and Individual Number Cards
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(“My Number Card”)

Individual Number System

Under the Individual Number System, every
resident of Japan is given a unique 12-digit number.
A major feature is that everyone can be identified as
an individual regardless of whether they have the
same name and surname. In principle, you will use
the same Individual Number for the rest of your life.
The Individual Number System has three main
objectives: “improving the convenience of the
public,” “improving administrative efficiency,” and
“realizing a fair and equitable society.”

Individual Number Card
(“My Number Card”)

The Individual Number Card (“My Number Card”)
is an ID card on which your Individual Number
and facial photo are printed, and it is “identity
verification tool for the coming generation” that
can also verify your identity online.

In online procedures and transactions, by
securing the prevention of spoofing and
alterations through the use of an electronic
certificate on the IC chip, it is possible to realize
a safe and reliable identity verification widely,
including in the private sector (= Japanese
Public Key Infrastructure).
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